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Mission Statement
St Patrick’s Primary School, Hilltown, will provide a well ordered and caring environment in which the children can work and play.  As part of a believing community committed to a Catholic way of life, we believe that all are equal in the sight of God and that each child should have the opportunity to ‘walk tall’ within themselves, knowing that they are important, whatever their individual talents and abilities.  We strive to work in conjunction with the home and parish so that children can reach their full potential as well as growing in their own self-esteem, confidence and self-discipline. Children will be helped to develop an attitude of caring for and sharing with others, as well as cultivating a healthy tolerance for everyone’s beliefs and respect for their property and environment.  We encourage shared responsibility among our pupils and reinforce good behaviour by actively encouraging and promoting qualities like patience, gentleness and a sense of ‘fair play’.  We recognise the need for pupils to progress through a well-defined programme for work in all areas of the curriculum.  Pupils will have access to relevant teaching and learning through a variety of teaching approaches.  We will provide pupils with stimulating, enjoyable, rewarding and demanding experiences. We will match the curriculum to individual needs, with provision being made for more able children and those with special needs.  Pupils will be encouraged to produce their own personal best, dependent on individual ability and aptitude. Resources in the school will be of a high standard and renewed as appropriate. The teaching and non-teaching staff, along with the principal and pupils will work in harmony to maintain a high standard of work, personal achievement and good behaviour.  Our school motto is ‘Progress through Partnership’.

Our school is a UNICEF Rights Respecting School and Article 29 of the United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child (CRC) underlines our school’s vision: 
‘Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.  It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.’   
Our Commitment to Teaching Music
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children.  It is a vehicle for personal expression and it can play an important part in the personal development of people.  Music allows our pupils to reflect and links closely with their spiritual development. As well as being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. If any pupil wishes to learn an instrument they must show great responsibility for their instrument and to their practice.  In addition, to learn a musical instrument, or even how to read music notation, also requires great resilience.  Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in and to develop curiosity. 
We believe that all children have the ability to respond to music. This ability can, through effective teaching, be encouraged and developed to promote a child’s awareness of musical skills to the full. This school aspires to the teaching of a balanced and broadly based curriculum to promote the cultural, physical, emotional, spiritual, aesthetic and intellectual development of all pupils and therefore cannot ignore such a fundamental aspect of human behaviour as music.

The active involvement of pupils in composing, performing and listening activities should provide stimulation and enjoyment; they will then be able to relate in a meaningful way to the world of sound and the way in which it is used for expressive purposes.  These activities can then extend to the wider community and into adult life, thus laying the foundation for greatly enriched leisure pursuits.
Aims for Music

By taking part in musical activities, pupils should develop a range of skills, concepts and attitudes which constitute musical thought and behaviour.  Our aim, therefore, is to develop these skills in our school.  

They include:

· active listening

· enjoyment

· mental and physical co-ordination

· aural skills

· social integration

· self-discipline

· self-confidence

· imagination

· memory

· self-motivation

· problem solving

· extra-verbal communication

Objectives for Music
The objectives of St Patrick’s P.S. are that, upon completion of their Primary Education, pupils will be able to:

· create simple musical patterns and accompaniments

· create short musical pieces which express mood and atmosphere

· record and interpret patterns of sound using graphic and traditional notation

· sing a variety of songs with control of phrasing, diction and tone

· perform on an instrument by ear and from notation

· make appropriate suggestions about how music should be performed

· describe and discuss the music they hear

· listen attentively to music and recognise simple structures and expressive elements

The Role of the Music Co-ordinator
Class teachers are responsible for the musical education of all their pupils.  Each class teacher will receive ideas, advice and encouragement from the school’s music co-ordinator and from other sources of expertise on the staff, in the implementation of the programmes of study.  The music co-ordinator will order appropriate musical  equipment and resources and ensure it is accessible to all teachers and advise on how best to use the vast range of virtual and recorded sources of music education on the internet, tv and radio.  The music co-ordinator will take choir practice for primary 4 to primary 7 pupils twice a week for 20 minute sessions.  The co-ordinator will support the class teachers of primary 4 to primary 7 in listening, composing and performing activities as required.

Resources

A small selection of instruments is kept in each of the classrooms from P.1 – P.3. A wider collection is kept centrally.  These include: CD Players, microphones, digital pianos, a large range of tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments and a selection of stringed instruments.  Each teacher is responsible for returning the musical equipment after use. Resources will be monitored and replenished as required.

Each pupil from P.4 – P.7 has the opportunity to learn to play the recorder and has their own recorder. They are encouraged to do short sessions of practice at home. 
Progression and Assessment

We seek to provide activities which will continually develop pupils’ composing, performing and listening skills.  Pupil progress will be observed and recorded as part of the overall development profile of each pupil.

Music across the Curriculum

We recognise the importance of the contribution of music to the whole curriculum.  The skills and attitudes developed through music can be beneficial to pupils across and beyond the wider school curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to identify opportunities in music activities for reinforcing topics used in other subjects.   In this way the content of each subject becomes more meaningful.  The PDMU and WAU curriculum will be reinforced through music where possible.  We encourage the use of music by each year group in whole-         school activities such as assemblies, school performances, seasonal and liturgical events and concerts for the school and local community.
Time Allocation

We aim to allocate one hour weekly to music activity for all pupils and we encourage this to be timetabled in shorter sessions for younger pupils.
Provision for Special Educational Needs
Our approach to the musical education of children with special educational needs is consistent with our whole school SEN policy.  These pupils will be included in activities and given simplified task breakdowns and constant positive reinforcements.  Gifted children will be encouraged to extend their abilities and will be given opportunities to lead group activities and to perform individually where appropriate.

Additional Music Teaching

Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers.  Peripatetic music teaching is provided by the Education Authority.  Parents who want their children to avail of this opportunity must purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music lesson fees.   These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn from a variety of instruments, such as the oboe, clarinet, flute, violin, viola, cello or double bass.  This is in addition to the normal teaching of music in the school, but usually takes place during curriculum time.

Equal Opportunities

Teachers will make every effort to ensure that equality of opportunity is provided for boys and girls in composing, performing and listening activities.
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